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The Series:  

Sermon Theme/Concept: 

THEME/ CONCEPT: Impatience, even when it seems godly, can lead us into great difficulties. 

Moses, like Elijah (James 5), was one like us. As we observe his walk with God, we do so not as critics who 

think we could have done better, but as students of a great pioneer. In this narrative, we see how Moses 

was seduced by “the quick-fix temptation.” He had to learn to let go – even when he thought he was doing 

justice (2:11-15). In letting go he experienced God’s mercy and grace preparing him in ways he could never 

have anticipated.  

Application: God works first in us in order to work through us.  

Charge: Cultivate patience that relies on God. 

Ice Breaker: 

1. When was the last time you tried a “quick fix” to an immediate problem? How well did 

that work out for you? 

 

Reflections on the Sermon: 

Using your notes from Sunday’s sermon as reference, what was your biggest takeaway from 

this message?  

Scripture Passage: Exodus 2:11-25 (NIV) 

Background/Context: We continue the story of Moses, a Hebrew raised by the Egyptian 

Pharaoh’s daughter. The Hebrew people, having come to Egypt during a time of famine, 

flourished and prospered, but a change in Egyptian dynastic power put a new king on the 

throne, one who felt threatened by this foreign people, and responded with oppression and 

attempted genocide. However, it was this attempted genocide that brought one of the Hebrew 

boys, Moses, into the Pharaoh’s own household after his daughter adopted the baby she found 

in the river.  

  

Exodus 2:11-25 (NIV) (Read this passage together as a group) 
 11 One day, after Moses had grown up, he went out to where his own 

people were and watched them at their hard labor. He saw an Egyptian beating a 

Hebrew, one of his own people. 12 Looking this way and that and seeing no one, 

he killed the Egyptian and hid him in the sand. 13 The next day he went out and 



saw two Hebrews fighting. He asked the one in the wrong, “Why are you hitting 

your fellow Hebrew?” 
14 The man said, “Who made you ruler and judge over us? Are you thinking of 

killing me as you killed the Egyptian?” Then Moses was afraid and thought, 

“What I did must have become known.” 
15 When Pharaoh heard of this, he tried to kill Moses, but Moses fled from 

Pharaoh and went to live in Midian, where he sat down by a well.16 Now a priest 

of Midian had seven daughters, and they came to draw water and fill the 

troughs to water their father’s flock. 17 Some shepherds came along and drove 

them away, but Moses got up and came to their rescue and watered their flock. 
18 When the girls returned to Reuel their father, he asked them, “Why have you 

returned so early today?” 
19 They answered, “An Egyptian rescued us from the shepherds. He even drew 

water for us and watered the flock.” 
20 “And where is he?” Reuel asked his daughters. “Why did you leave him? Invite 

him to have something to eat.” 
21 Moses agreed to stay with the man, who gave his daughter Zipporah to Moses 

in marriage. 22 Zipporah gave birth to a son, and Moses named him 

Gershom, saying, “I have become a foreigner in a foreign land.” 
23 During that long period, the king of Egypt died. The Israelites groaned in their 

slavery and cried out, and their cry for help because of their slavery went up to 

God. 24 God heard their groaning and he remembered his covenant with 

Abraham, with Isaac and with Jacob. 25 So God looked on the Israelites and was 

concerned about them. 

Breaking Down the Scripture:   

1. How is Moses’s dual heritage evidenced in this passage? Why is it important?  

2. Do you think Moses’s reaction in verse 12 was born out of a reaction to injustice, or 

possibly something else? What other motives might have been at play?  

3. Who are the Midianites? What is their ancestry?  

4. Moses’s actions in verse 17 are telling about his character. How are his actions 

surprising? What do they reveal about his heart?  

5. What does the question in verse 20 tell us about Reuel’s culture and values?  

6. Why do you think that the death of the king of Egypt (v.23) is mentioned in the context 

of the Israelites groaning out? 

7. As the people cry out to God in verse 24, we see that God “remembered His covenant 

with Abraham…” How should we interpret the concept that He “remembered His 

covenant”? Does God ever forget His promises? 



Going Deeper 

1. Do you think Moses ever had a conversation with his (future) father in law, or (future) 

wife, about what brought him to Midian? How would he have explained the events that 

brought him into their lives? Have you ever had to have a similar conversation in your 

life? How do you handle that type of discussion about the fall out of our “quick fixes”? 

2. What are some of the most obvious injustices in our world? How does the world 

attempt to solve those problems? Is the world equipped to address these problems? 

Why or why not? 

3. Are there particular areas in your life right now where your patience is being tested, and 

you are not seeing God in action “fast enough”? What are some practical steps you can 

take to help build your patience and let God do the fixing?  

4. Have you ever had to deal with the “aftermath” of a quick fix? (Yours or someone 

else’s?) How does a “quick fix” impact those in the situation? 

5. How should we react when we are confronted with an injustice that God does not seem 

to be addressing? Are we to stay silent and immobile, or is God calling us to something 

else?  

6. Is there a situation in your life that God has shown His redemptive power over our 

“quick fixes”? How did you see Him manifest His plan, despite our own efforts to take 

things into our own hands?  

7. What are some other biblical examples of God’s divine plan not being “derailed” by our 

own attempts at a “quick fix” to a situation?  

8. Are there any situations (or people) beyond God’s redemption? Why or why not? 

Pray: 

 For patience when dealing with areas in our lives, especially those which God isn’t 

immediately “fixing”; 

 For courage to step out in practical ways to be the hands and feet of Jesus; 

 For ever increasing faith. 

 

 


