SERMON REFLECTION QUESTIONS for the week of September 25, 2022
“The Truth and the Tribe”
Rev. Glyn Norman

Theme/concept
In a world of uncertainty, we need the truth and we need our tribe. Committing to God’s word and
God’s people can seriously enhance our spiritual lives.
Icebreaker (for groups)
What was your favorite family meal or holiday meal of the year when you were growing up? What is
your favorite meal of the year now? Why?

Reflections on the sermon
How has the sermon challenged you to become more devoted to God’s word and to being more
vulnerable with others?

Scripture
Acts 2:42–47 (New International Version)
42
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.
43
Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. 44 All the believers were
together and had everything in common. 45 They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need.
46
Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate
together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added
to their number daily those who were being saved.

Reviewing the Scripture
1. In Acts 2:42-43, what were the apostles doing? What is the purpose of doing these things? Why
were they important to the early church?

1

2. Why do you think breaking bread is included in this list of practices (verse 42)?

3. In verses 44-45, how do the believers use their possessions and their money? How might this be
a response to Jesus’ teaching (e.g., Luke 12:13-21, 33-34; 14:12-24)?

4. In verse 46b-47a, what might have motivated the people to continue meeting together? How
does eating together foster fellowship? What has been your experience in having meals with
believers?

5. In verse 47, what is the result of the believers’ practices? Why do you think the community
enjoys the favor of all the people, not just other believers?

6. Given all that the apostles and believers are doing, who actually is saving people? How do you
see the Spirit-empowered community and the Lord working together in this passage? In today’s
culture?
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Going deeper
1. What things, people, beliefs, or ideas would you say you are devoted to? How do you live out
that devotion, i.e., how does your affection (or admiration) translate into action? What would
your family members or close friends say you are most devoted to?

2. How are you engaged with the Trinity community?

3. Which practices of the Trinity community (e.g., Bible studies, mentoring, encouragement, prayer
meetings, personal prayer) might you consider as your One New Step in this season?

4. List all the ways you interact with the Bible and how often you engage in these practices.
(Examples include reading Scripture, participating In a Bible study, using an app such as Lectio
365, Pray as You Go, or Public Reading of Scripture).
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5. What do you consider most valuable about engaging with the Bible? What obstacles, if any,
keep you from doing it more frequently? Why is it important to read and study the Bible in
community, and not just individually?

6. How easy or difficult is it for you to be vulnerable in Christian community, and why? What, if
anything, hinders you from sharing your deeper thoughts and feelings with other believers?

Closing prayer
Father, we praise you for your faithfulness to your people whom you have called to faith through your
Son by the power of the Holy Spirit. May our love for you fuel our love for one another and be perfected
as we cling to your word and to one another as Christ’s body, the church. Show us how we can be
increasingly devoted to studying and responding to your word in faith. Inspire us to devote ourselves to
building up the church through the practices of community that we studied in this week’s passage. May
we trust you so much that we are willing to become more vulnerable to you and to our fellow believers
so we can praise you and enjoy the favor of all the people. For it is in Christ’s name we pray, Amen!
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