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Sermon Title: “Honor the Past, Embrace the Future”
Series Title: “Origin Stories”
Preacher: Rev. Jeff Wagner
Deuteronomy 8:10-19
September 7, 2025

Description/theme:

This sermon focuses on remembering the past and embracing God's future. But we are a forgetful
people. The Exodus, culminating in the stacking of the "Ebenezer," shows a road map for remembering
and moving forward. Deuteronomy 8:10-19, culminating in Joshua 4:4-9 shows how remembering is
always meant to propel God's people to present and future faithfulness. Remembering the "right" things
and leaving behind distractions propel God's people to dependence, faithfulness, and clarity. When we
remember, we join the story of God's people boldly stepping out to embrace God's lead..

Icebreaker (for groups):
What strategies and tactics have you developed over the years to help you to remember important tasks,
to easily find things, or to remind you of key dates or events? What are the benefits of remembering?

Reflections on the Sermon:
What points from Pastor Jeff’s sermon do you not want to forget?

Scripture Passage: Deuteronomy 8:10-19 (NIV)
When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the LORD your God for the good land he has given

you. 1 Be careful that you do not forget the LORD your God, failing to observe his commands, his laws
and his decrees that | am giving you this day. > Otherwise, when you eat and are satisfied, when you
build fine houses and settle down, **and when your herds and flocks grow large and your silver and gold
increase and all you have is multiplied, *then your heart will become proud and you will forget the LORD
your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. > He led you through the vast and
dreadful wilderness, that thirsty and waterless land, with its venomous snakes and scorpions. He
brought you water out of hard rock. ¥ He gave you manna to eat in the wilderness, something your
ancestors had never known, to humble and test you so that in the end it might go well with you. " You
may say to yourself, “My power and the strength of my hands have produced this wealth for me.” ¥ But
remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms
his covenant, which he swore to your ancestors, as it is today.

91f you ever forget the LORD your God and follow other gods and worship and bow down to them, |
testify against you today that you will surely be destroyed.

NOTE FOR GROUP LEADERS: Consider focusing on the *-marked questions if you have time constraints.

Reviewing the Scripture:

1. Inverses 10-11, what two things does Moses tell the people that God is giving them? How are they
to respond to God for giving them each of these things?

2. Inverses 12-14a, what things and attitudes will cause the people to forget that God gave these gifts
to them? Why are we eager to boast about the gifts, but we forget the Giver?
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3. Inverses 14b-16a: What had God done for His people up to this point?

4. Inverse 16b, why did God allow His people to experience so many hardships in the wilderness?
What is the connection, if there is any, between hardships and faith?

5. Inverses 17-18, what does Moses know about how God’s people think? What should they
remember when they think this way?

6. Inverse 19, what warning does Moses give the people? How does his warning apply to us today?

Going Deeper:
1. *Does God want us to enjoy good things and be satisfied? What can go wrong when we feel this

way, and what should we remember when that happens?

2. *When we are afraid to move forward after a failure, how can recalling the past help us embrace
God’s lead? What are the “right” things to remember? What distractions should we leave behind?

3. *How does Moses define what it means to forget God? How would you describe what it means to
forget God? When do you tend to forget that God is all-powerful and is with you?

4. When we fail to observe God’s commands, what are the dangers of forgetting about God? What are
the blessings of remembering to seek God when we fail?

5. *What Ebenezer have you established in your life to help you remember what God has done for
You? If this idea is new to you, what could be your personal Ebenezer?

6. What must we discern and remember when we choose to follow the role model of someone we
admire or respect? What is the blessing? What is the danger?

7. *What was God’s purpose for doing what He did for His people in verses 14b-16? In what ways can
wilderness experiences be good for us?

8. Inverse 18, how do the God-given abilities of His people confirm His promise to their ancestors? See
Genesis 17:4-8. How did Israel’s Egyptian slavery and wilderness wandering fit into God’s promise?

Connection Question
Why do you think you are where you are at this time in your life? Don’t forget what God brought you
through to get you to where you are today.

Opportunities to Fulfill God’s Purpose through Serving:
e La Semilla Learning Center
Share with children about art, music, and science in a faith-based environment.
Wednesdays 2:00-3:30pm
Starts September 3rd
Contact Laura Macias for more information (Laura@tupcsa.org).

Go to www.trinityconnection.com and click on the “Serve” link near the top right for more information
and to explore other opportunities on our campus and in the community.

Prayer:
Father, You are the Lord our God, and we praise You for all the good things You have given us. You

created a perfect world, You created humanity in Your image, and You walked with the first Adam and
Eve, giving them all things. Yet, they forgot You when the serpent deceived them into failing to observe
Your commands. And we are no different from them. We let worldly distractions tempt us into hopeless
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disobedience and pride, forgetting what You have done for us. May we always remember that through

Your Son Jesus, the second Adam, we can repent and humbly return to You. We pray all this in the name
of Jesus, Your Greatest Gift. Amen!
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