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Theme: In a world that is more connected than ever — yet increasingly isolated, God calls us to
something countercultural: to be truly and fully present with one another as His family. Authentic
Christian community requires more than proximity or connection — it requires love that listens, notices,
shows up, and stays.

This message explores what it means to move beyond surface-level relationships and into the kind of
intentional, attentive community that reflects the love of Christ and strengthen the body of the
church. As we begin a new ministry year, we will consider how our presence — with God, with one
another, and in the world — can become a tangible expression of our faith.

Together, we will ask: What does the way we spend our time reveal about what we love? And
how might God be inviting us to reorder our lives so that we can have greater capacity to love, listen,
serve and walk faithfully with one another

Aim: Teach believers that real love costs us something. It can cost us our comforts, our
preferences, our distractions, and our self-first tendencies. Being present is one way we choose to
love.

Icebreaker (for groups):

Share an experience where you spent intentional time with people in your community (whether
family, small group, group of friends) where you were present with each other. Reflecting: What
was missing? (Perhaps cell phones or other distractions). How did it build relationships in your group?

Reflections on the Sermon:

What points from the sermon resonated with you?




Scripture Passaqges:

John 15:12-17 NIV

12 My command is this: Love each other as | have loved you. 3 Greater love has no one than this: to
lay down one's life for one’s friends. 1 You are my friends if you do what | command. 3| no longer
call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, | have called you
friends, for everything that | learned from my Father | have made known to you. '8 You did not choose
me, but | chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and
so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. 7 This is my command: Love each
other.

Hebrews 10:23-25 NIV

23 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. ¢ And let us
consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, 2° not giving up meeting
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you
see the Day approaching.

1 Thessalonians 5:9-11 NIV

9 For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus
Christ. '° He died for us so that, whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with
him. " Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.

NOTE FOR GROUP LEADERS:

Consider focusing on the *-marked questions if you have time constraints.

Reviewing the Scriptures:

1. *What is Jesus’ command in John 15:12-13? And the basis of His command?

What does the LORD Jesus call us believers in Verses 14-15?

What are we chosen and appointed for in Verse16?

What then is His BIG command in Verse 177




2. *From the Hebrews passage, Verse 23, what are we first to do and why?

What are we then to do from Verses 24-25 and why?

3. *What does 1Thessalonians 5:9 say we are appointed for? And how?

What does Verse 10 say our destiny is and why?

And because of that wonderful destiny, what does Verse 11 say we’re to do for each other?

Going Deeper:

1. From all three passages, what can we learn about the attributes and character of our LORD
Jesus Christ?

What did Kristen say was the foundational starting point from these passages?

How then does that foundation intersect with the attributes and character of our LORD?

2. *Much like our Summer Fruit Series, we again see our LORD in complete control and
working His plan. How would you describe His part and our part in these verses?




3. What are some of the Doctrines we hold at Trinity that you see in these verses?

(Example: The Resurrection — 1 Thessalonians 5:10b)

How should these Doctrines encourage us?

(Example: The Day approaching — meaning Christ’'s Return — Hebrews 10:25)

4. What were some of Kristen’s applications and suggestions that stood out to you?

And how does spending time setting “self” aside and really listening to others fit in here?

Personal Reflection Questions (Optional for Groups)

1. How might some of your everyday practices either help or hinder other believers
with their everyday lives? What might you do to be more aware and helpful to
intentionally strengthen other believers?

2. What would those around us say of our awareness of others and their challenges?

3. Again, consider this Mystery - the presence of the Holy Spirit’s work in our lives and our
part in responding to it. (How much is me and how much is Thee?)

What might knowing the Christian’s responsibility to the concept of “Christianity being a
Team Sport” look like?




Opportunities to Fulfill God’s Purpose through Serving:

o Community Ministry Fair
October 11, 2026, 10:00am — 12:00pm
Sanctuary Patio. Come learn about our community ministries and how you can partner with them.
With questions, please contact Laura Macias (laura@tupcsa.org).

e Appalachia Service Trip
Oct 31 - Nov 7, Floyd County, Kentucky
In partnership with World Renew Disaster Response, volunteers will support long-term recovery
efforts by assisting homeowners whose homes were severely damaged by the devastating Eastern
Kentucky floods. Projects may include installing flooring, painting, repairing or replacing roofs and
siding, and constructing ramps and porches to improve the safety, accessibility, and livability of
affected homes. APPLICATION DEADLINE: Sept 8, 2026

e Trinity Home Build in Mexico 2027
January 8, 11:00am —January 10, 8:00pm
Be part of a team building homes in Tijuana.
Trinity’s Mexico Home Build partners with Homes of Hope, a ministry of Youth with a Mission
(YWAM). Homes of Hope ensures that every family that receives a home truly needs help, and that
the home is not a handout, but a hand UP. Each recipient family is required to make payments on
their land, prepare the site, and build alongside the group.

:> To explore more local service opportunities, go to www.trinityconnection.com and click on the
“Serve” link near the top right to reach the “Ways to Serve” screen and scroll down.

Prayer:

Heavenly Father,

Your Word tells us over and over that our faith is not solo adventure, but a team sport. A team sport
for us messy humans made in Your image! And, not only a team sport, but a Full Contact Team sport
— where we are very likely to get our time a little inconvenienced our hands a little dirty - as we
lovingly and gently step into each other’s lives.

But stepping into our lives is exactly what You did on the Cross. And it's what You want for us as we
step in to support each other. Yet, for something so important, it seems terribly unwise to use us —
yes, made in Yourimage — but with more than just a few flaws. Maybe that why Your church is more
like a hospital than a cathedral?

But we know You know what You're doing! And we trust You! Use us where You will!

In His Perfect Name we pray, Amen.
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