1;01‘1 SERMON REFLECTION QUESTIONS

@ TRINITY

Series: Servant King, Studying the Life of Jesus through the Gospel of Mark
Sermon Title: Small Seeds, Big Kingdom

Preacher: Rev. Mike Kenyon

Scripture: Mark 4:21-34

Date: October 4, 2026

Theme: World Communion reminds us that the Gospel is never meant to be hidden under a
basket; it is meant to shine through a global family of believers. And just as the mustard seed
grows into a sheltering tree, Christ’s kingdom expands through small acts of faith shared among
diverse peoples. In receiving one bread and one cup, we witness the quiet, steady work of God—
uniting us, growing us, and sending us out as light-bearers in a world longing for hope.

Application: Live as men and women who sow small seeds and trust a big God.

Icebreaker: (for groups): What is one small act of kindness you experienced recently that
brightened your day?

Reflections on the Sermon: What points from the sermon were most meaningful to you?
Scripture Passages: (New International Version)
A Lamp on a Stand

21 He said to them, “Do you bring in a lamp to put it under a bowl or a bed? Instead, don’t you put
it on its stand? 22 For whatever is hidden is meant to be disclosed, and whatever is concealed is
meant to be brought out into the open. 23If anyone has ears to hear, let them hear.”

24“Consider carefully what you hear,” he continued. “With the measure you use, it will be
measured to you—and even more. 25 Whoever has will be given more; whoever does not have,
even what they have will be taken from them.”



The Parable of the Growing Seed

26 He also said, “This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on the ground.

27 Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, though he does not
know how. 28 All by itself the soil produces grain—first the stalk, then the head, then the full
kernel in the head. 29 As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, because the harvest has
come.”

The Parable of the Mustard Seed

30 Again he said, “What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall we use to
describe it? 31 It is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest of all seeds on earth. 32 Yet when
planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all garden plants, with such big branches that the
birds can perch in its shade.”

33 With many similar parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as much as they could understand.
34 He did not say anything to them without using a parable. But when he was alone with his own
disciples, he explained everything.

Reviewing the Scripture: Note for group leaders: Consider focusing on the Going Deeper
questions if you have time constraints.

1. Alamp and lampstand were common household items when Jesus spoke to the crowd.
How might you modernize the example and convey the same message?

2. What did Jesus mean when he said that ‘whatever is hidden is meant to be disclosed, and
whatever is concealed is meant to be brought out into the open?’ (Verses 22-23)

3. What comfort and what caution do you see in verses 24-25?

4. What does the seed represent in the Parable of the Growing Seed and by whose power
does it grow? What role did the man play? What is the meaning of the parable? (Verses 26-
29)

5. How does Jesus describe God’s kingdom in the Parable of the Mustard Seed? Why do you
think He chose such a small seed to make such a big point?

Going Deeper:

1. Jesus says a lamp isn’t meant to be hidden. What does “hiding the light” look like in your
life, and where might God be inviting you to shine more openly?
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2. Inverse 24, Jesus tells the crowd to “consider carefully what you hear.” What voices or
influences make it difficult to hear God clearly today?

3. Have you experienced the principle that “the measure you use will be measured to you” in
your spiritual life or relationships? (Verses 24-25) Please explain.

4. What encouragement does the Parable of the Growing Seed provide when God’s work in
your life feels hidden, slow or small?

5. The Parable of the Growing Seed emphasizes God’s quiet, steady work. Where have you
seen God working beneath the surface in ways you didn’t recognize at first?

6. Mark says that Jesus taught the crowd only in parables that day. Why do you think Jesus
chose that approach, and what might it say about the crowd’s ability—or readiness—to
grasp deeper truth? How can parables both reveal and conceal the truth? (Verses 33-34)

Prayer:
Father,

Thank You for being the light that reaches into every part of our lives. Please give us courage to
share Your love without fear or hesitation. Help us stay patient, hopeful and trusting as You grow
Your kingdom in ways we can’t always see but can always rely on.

In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Opportunities to Love Others Through Serving:

Christmas Volunteer Orientation with The Sheepfold: October 17t from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
Learn how you can make Christmas special for survivors of domestic violence and their children. For
more details, contact Guy Ormes (guyormes@yahoo.com)

Fall Festival: October 24t from 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Volunteers needed!

Join the Team! Like to teach, sing and have fun? Help with the Littles on Sunday mornings. Contact
Madison Collins (madison@tupcsa.org)


mailto:guyormes@yahoo.com
mailto:madison@tupcsa.org

Trinity English Center: October 6t from 10:00 a.m. to noon: A friendly place for adults to learn
English (ESL) and make friends. You'll learn to improve your speaking, reading, and writing. Classes
are FREE. Contact Simon Liao tec@tupcsa.org

La Semilla Learning Center: Wednesdays this fall @ 2-3:30: Share with children about art, music,
and science in a faith-based environment. Contact Leola Quesada at leolaquesada@gmail.com for
more information.

See https://trinityconnection.com/serve/ for more opportunities!
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